
Official Publication of Region 12 Pacific Shores

The Stroke of Twelve is in 
transformation!  Instead of the traditional 
issue published three times a year, we will 
be sending out smaller, more timely, 
monthly issues. 

¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦǊŜǎƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ 
to let you know about all the upcoming 
events and shows in the Region, as well as 
chorus and quartet success stories.

We hope that you will love it and enjoy it 
as much as we will as we put it together 
FOR YOU!

We want to acknowledge the work of Sue 
Booth of Sacramento Valley Chorus. Sue 
has kept Stroke of Twelve lively, inclusive 
ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƴ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ wŜƎƛƻƴ мнΦ {ƘŜΩǎ 
worked so hard to make a friendly, 
inclusive publication and she has 
succeeded beautifully! 

Many thanks to Sue, to all of her helpers, 
and to all of you for your continued 
contributions and support.

Leah Brooks, Editor in Chief
Linda Brown, Production Editor

July 2011
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Region 12 - 2011 Chorus Competition Medalists

Overall Medalists:

1st Place: Mission Valley Chorus, 
Angela Suraci, Director

2nd Place: Pacific Empire Chorus, 
Patty Hawley-Pennycook, 
Director

3rd Place: Sacramento Valley 
Chorus, Lynne Erickson, 
Director

4th Place: Harmony Fusion 
Chorus, Barbara 
VanderPutten, Director

5th Place: Song of Sonoma, 
Sharon Carlson, Director

Most Improved Chorus: 
Mission Valley Chorus

Mid-Size Chorus Medalists:

1st Place: Pacific Empire Chorus, 
Patty Hawley-Pennycook, 
Director

2nd Place: Harmony Fusion 
Chorus, Barbara 
VanderPutten, Director

3rd Place: Diablo Vista Chorus, 
Randy Meyer, Director

Small Chorus Medalists:

1st Place: Song of Sonoma, 
Sharon Carlson, Director

2nd Place, River Lights, 
Shirley Kout, Director

3rd Place: California HEAT, 
Anita Main, Director

Mission Valley Chorus

Pacific Empire Chorus

Sacramento Valley Chorus

Song of Sonoma Chorus

Harmony Fusion Chorus

2



Region 12 - 2011 Quartet Competition Medalists
PDQ
First Place Quartet 
Karrie Colette, Leah Brooks, Kathy Hebert, Laura Conners

ŘΩ±ƛƴŜ
Second Place 
Quartet  
Sandra Cope, 
Melany Huston, 
Kerry Kaempf, 
Wendy Gibson

Heavenly
Third Place Quartet 
Lisa Shortridge, Elizabeth Dyer, Allison Reason, 
Courtney Anderson LateNite

Fourth Place Quartet 
Julie Baxter, Kristi Bispo, Trish Sliter, LysandaLee

Canzonet
Fifth Place 
Quartet 
Chris Jacobs, 
Laura Bode, 
Suzanne Olsen, 
Julie Starr
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Bay Area Showcase ςHostesses with the Mostest
by Betsy Kerr

WOW!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! ²ŀǎƴΩǘthat a great convention? Bay Area Showcasewas happy to
host the event and want to extend our congratulationsto PDQand Mission Valley
Chorus. What a superb job everyone did. You made us all proud. Everyonein that
audienceknowsexactlythe amountof effort it takesto do this, muchlessgo homewith
the prize. Hatsoff to everyone!

ForBayAreaShowcase,the coaching
continuedwith PatLeVezuandToriPostma
in JuneandJimArnsin August. Juliehas
beenworkingto getusto incorporate
all theŎƻŀŎƘŜǎΩcomments. Rehearsals
havereacheda veryactivepitch andthey
wearusall out, butƛǘΩǎa goodtired.

On March 19th we held a Quartet StageDay,providingour quartetsa venuewhere they
could perform before an audience,get judgedfor their performance,and perform their
set againafter correctionswere made. It proved incrediblyvaluableto the quartets to
get the nervesout, and providedpositive,constructivefeedbackon their performances.
They received lots of material for improving their performances in time for the
competition,and alsoreceiveda DVDso they couldwatch themselveson stagein order
to makevisualimprovements. Everyonewaspleased.

Thechorus,too, went througha similarexperiencewith our April 16th showat Napradak
Hall. Wesangour semi-final set, the finalspackageanda few other songsfor friendsand
family. We sold tickets with food and beveragesincluded in the ticket price, had our
cookbookfor sale,andraffled someprizesto earnmoneyfor Houston. At the endof the
show, we circled the auditorium and sang Ode to Joy to our audience. That was a
particularlymovingexperiencefor the audienceandthe chorusaswell.

WHATôS A DAYTIMER?
by Mary Lou Bales - BAY AREA SHOWCASE CHORUS

The Daytimersare active members of the Bay Area Showcase chorus who are available to rehearse, 
sing and take performances during the weekdays in the daytime. Judie Wykoff, director of the 
Daytimerssince its inception nearly 13 years ago, envisioned a small chorus within a large chorus and 
made it happen. She loved it then and continues to love it today. 

Recently, the DaytimersǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 9ƭƪΩǎ /ƭǳō ƻŦ DƛƭǊƻȅ ŀǘ ŀ ƭǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ нлл ǿƻƳŜƴΦ 
The performance was so well received that the audience gave them a standing ovation before the 
group reached its last note!  A week later, Joanie Weber, our DaytimersPerformance Coordinator, 
received several notes of appreciation from audience members.  What an amazing and memorable 
day for all. 

~continued on following page~
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BayAreaShowcasejust hadoneof the bestmembershipdrivesI canremember.

Beginningthe secondweekof Januaryandfor five weekswe hadover25Divasparticipating.

We tried somethingnew - a ΨōǳŘŘȅǎȅǎǘŜƳΩ. Engineeredby Jette Sorensen,each guest was
paired up with a member in her section. Thesebuddieswould greet them at the door each
week,get them signedin, madesure they got the weeklyhandouts,and answeredquestions
about BASCand SweetAdelines. Theywould standby them on the risersand help them with
the songs. It wasgoodfor the gueststo seea familiar faceeachweek,asour numberscanbe a
bit overwhelming. ;-)

And at the end of five weekswe had a Friendsand Familynight just for them, so their friends
and familiescould find out whatǘƘŜȅΩŘbeenup to. We performeda few songsso they could
seewhat we were all about and then the Divascameup and sangthe two songsǿŜΩŘbeen
workingon together. At the end,eachof the 18 guestsreceiveda graduationcertificate. Since
thenǿŜΩǾŜgained9 newmembers!!

Lastweek, JoyceKovacsheld a DivaGatheringat her house. Thesegatheringsare for all the
newbieswho havejoined in the last 6-10 monthsand includesectionand choreoleaders. We
cover topics like passingsongs,getting costumesand make-up, how to sneak a breath,
upcomingperformancesandReno,andanythingelsethey want to talk about. Joycestartseach
of thesemeetingswith a get-to-know-yougame. Eachpersonison a timer for 3 minutesto tell
us a little about themselves. Not only is it great to learn about our newestmembers,but LΩƳ
learningsomeinterestingstoriesaboutour existingmembers,too. ;-D

Wetruly arerealwomen,realharmony,real fun!

BASC 
Buddy-ing Up for 
Membership Success

by Margaret Hanson, BASC
Membership Coordinator

DAYTIMERS                                                                          ~Continued from previous page~

The Daytimersenjoy performing so much that they would probably do it for fun, but, the icing on the cake 
is that the group gets paid for it! From its inception, the Daytimersrevenue has gone directly to the BASC 
treasury.  

Wǳǎǘ ƻŦŦ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ²ƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ²ƻǊƭŘέΣ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛǎ ŜŀƎŜǊ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǎƻƴƎΣ ά¢ƘŜȅ /ŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
²ƛƴŘ aŀǊƛŀƘέΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ-rate musical selection.  The best part is when the learning begins. Focusing on 
educating the group in resonance retention, unit sound, matching vowels, delivering the message and 
much more, the Daytimersknow how lucky they are to have this remarkable coach and teacher to guide 
ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƻƴƎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ άōǊŀƛƴ-ǎǘƻǊƳέ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀΣ WǳŘƛŜΧǘƘŜ Daytimersǎŀȅ ά¢I!bY ¸h¦Ηέ
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$6,398.67 and Fun! 
by Debbie Stanley

Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ōǳǎȅ ȅŜŀǊ άŦǳƴέŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ IŀǊƳƻƴȅ Cǳǎƛƻƴ /ƘƻǊǳǎΗ hǳǊ ǇǊƛƻǊ ŦƛǎŎŀƭ ȅŜŀǊ ŜƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƘƻƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ǿŀǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘΣ Ŧƻƭƪǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎκŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
members had been laid off from their jobs. I was starting my first term on the board as director of 
logistics and marketing. I knew we seriously needed to dig down and get our budgetback on track, so 
that became my priority. 

I asked for ideas from chorus members and researched new possibilities. Our first big fundraiser was a 
bang up garage sale netting us $899.96 (yes, I count the cents!). Next, a massive Rummage Sale! The 
chorus cleaned out their closets! A generous family saw our promotion for the event in the newspaper, 
and because we are a non-profit group, offered for us to come by with a truck and take what we 
wanted during their estate sale. We had thousands of items to sell - just ask our pricing team! With so 
many chorus members volunteering we were able every hour or so to break out into song to the 
delight of our shoppers! We had a lot of fun, team work AND it paid off - $1,542.39!

In the fall, our Events Coordinator worked hard on a new benefit show for a local shelter for  abused 
ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ CƻǊ IŀǊƳƻƴȅ CǳǎƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎΣ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΗ  ²Ŝ ƳŀǊƪŜǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊΩǎ 
supporters and, of course, our ever devoted families and friends. Members solicited raffle prizes from 
the community, who were more than willing to help. Along with the huge success of the show, we 
were pleased to have many, many requests to perform for the holidays this year. We chose the best 
gigs for our chorus financially and to promote ourselves for the future! To date our shows have netted 
$1,769.52! 

A couple more chorus fundraisers of selling Christmas holiday greens, popcorn products, together with 
eScrip, brought in another $1,670.80! 

We streamlined our weekly fundraisers assigning an easy to follow plan that we hoped would not 
overly impact our members; 2nd Monday -CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ aŀǊƪŜǘΣ оrd Monday - 50/50 Raffle, 4th Monday -
Book Sale. We re-designed our weekly newsletter to keep these small but important items at the fore-
front. Now, nearing the end of our fiscal year, and pleased with our fundraising progress, the board 
has decided to use the weekly fundraising income to boost our Angel fund. The board unanimously 
agreed to transfer these earnings to the fund - $516.00. 

I must say that I am proud to have worked side by side with my sisters, sharing the hard work, laughter 
and building our relationships. I believe fundraising is a team building exercise that has brought us all 
ŎƭƻǎŜǊΦ L Ŏŀƴ ƘƻƴŜǎǘƭȅ ǎŀȅ ǿŜ Ǉǳǘ άŦǳƴέ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊǎΗ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΗ

If you have any questions, please contact:
Debbie Stanley
Harmony Fusion Chorus
Directory of Logistics and Marketing
510-862-1073 Cell
510-477-1759 Day
dstanley@spectrumlabel.com
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The Fun of the Roaring Twenties 

with River Lights Chorus

A great time was had by all at the RLC (River Lights Chorus) club party held at the chorus suite 
following the Region 12 Chorus Competition and Encore performances on Saturday evening in 
Reno. 

The chorus members went all out to dress as Roaring Twenty flappers as we welcomed numerous 
quartets to our party.  When we learned that our scores were forty-two points higher than last 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘȅ - and party we did.  We want to congratulate all the 
ǉǳŀǊǘŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƻǊǳǎŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ wŜƎƛƻƴ мн ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ 

We are proud to be part of this region, and we look forward to creating many more musical 
memories with all of you. 

Our summer fund-raiser was held at the DelicatoVineyards on Saturday,  June 18  in Manteca. 
We invited friends and family to taste the excellent wines to be found at the winery.  We also 
featured a silent auction and delicious food.

In September we are planning to honor our director,  Shirley Kout,  who is celebrating her 50th

year as a Sweet Adeline.  There will be a reception honoring Shirley following the general session 
on Saturday Afternoon at the September Regional Meeting and Pep Rally to be held at the San 
Ramon Marriott on September 16th and 17th.  Details for this event are still being planned,  so you 
will be hearing more at a later date.  Please plan to join the River Lights Chorus as we honor our 
outstanding director at the September Pep Rally. 

In the meantime, have a fun, safe summer and keep those chords ringing. 
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